Ghana

Despite repeated attempts, we were unable to obtain photographs or illustrations of the insignia of Ghana. All were established in 1970. However, we list the information we have concerning them in the hope that it will be helpful to the reader. Perhaps in some future edition of this book it may be possible to include photographs.

ORDER OF THE STAR OF GHANA

Established 1970 as Ghana’s premier order, awarded in recognition of the highest service to the state either in peace or war. Cannot be awarded posthumously.

BADGE: Six-pointed, gold star. The obverse portrays a flying eagle lacing left surrounded by a band with the inscription: ORDER OF THE STAR OF GHANA. The reverse portrays the Ghanaian coat of arms surrounded by a band. No Star.

RIBBON: Equal stripes of red, gold, and green.

DISTINGUISHED CONDUCT MEDAL

Awarded to warrant officers, enlisted men of the three services for distinguished conduct while on active service in the field. This medal is supplemented by a cash grant and a pension.

BADGE: Oval silver, obverse depicts crossed swords emerging from their sheaths. Reverse depicts the Ghana coat of arms. No Star.

RIBBON: Dark red with two black stripes toward each edge.

DISTINGUISHED FLYING MEDAL

Awarded to non-commissioned officers and enlisted men of the Air Force for exceptional valor and devotion to duty. The recipient of this decoration receives a cash award.

BADGE: Silver, circular, portraying a flying eagle surrounded by a band with the inscription VALOUR, COURAGE AND DEVOTION. The reverse bears the Ghana coat of arms. No Star.

RIBBON: Yellow, edged in red. The yellow has two narrow green stripes in center.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL

Awarded to chief petty officers and enlisted men of the Ghana Navy for active service and for examples of bravery and resource under fire.

BADGE: Circular silver medal in the form of a five-pronged star. Obverse bears a garland of palm leaves surrounding crossed bayonets. Above the leaves is the inscription DISTINGUISHED SERVICE MEDAL. Reverse portrays the Ghana coat of arms. No Star.
RIBBON: Red and green separated by a broad stripe of gold.

MILITARY MEDAL

Awarded to warrant officers and enlisted men of the army for exceptional valor, courage or devotion to duty while on active service.

BADGE: Circular silver. Obverse portrays two crossed bayonets with the inscription MILITARY MEDAL above. Reverse depicts the coat of arms of Ghana. No Star.

RIBBON: Dark green flanked by bands of gold, red, and blue.

DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS

Awarded to commissioned and warrant officers for exceptional courage and devotion to duty while on active duty. As in the case of the Distinguished Service Order (Police), it can be awarded “immediately but not posthumously”.
BADGE: Silver cross with circular center. The obverse portrays a garland of leaves surrounding the inscription DISTINGUISHED FLYING CROSS. The reverse has a garland of leaves surrounding an eagle. Cross is suspended from a silver bar portraying an eagle. No Star.

RIBBON: Red, white, brown, black, brown, white, red.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS

Awarded to commissioned officers of the Ghana Navy of the rank of Commander and below, for meritorious and distinguished services on active duty at sea. Cannot be awarded posthumously.

BADGE: Silver peninsular pattee cross. Obverse has the inscription DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS. The reverse has an anchor at center. No Star.

RIBBON: Green edged with yellow, separated by narrow stripes of red.

THE MILITARY CROSS

Awarded to commissioned and warrant officers of the Army and Air Force for gallantry and distinguished service on the ground. Cannot be awarded posthumously.

BADGE: Ornamental silver cross. Obverse portrays an eagle at center. The reverse has the inscription FOR GALLANTRY IN THE FACE OF THE ENEMY. No Star.

RIBBON: Equal stripes of white, purple and white. The purple is divided into two parts by narrow stripes of red, gold and green.

THE GRAND CROSS

This is the highest award of the armed services and is open to all ranks for conspicuous gallantry in the face of the enemy. Can be awarded posthumously.

BADGE: Gold cross with three pointed ends on each arm. Obverse portrays double circular rings with the flying eagle at center. The reverse bears the Ghana coat of arms surrounded by the inscription THE GRAND CROSS. No Star.

RIBBON: Red with black center stripe.

MEDAL FOR GALLANTRY

Awarded for acts of bravery, especially in the saving of life and property, primarily to civilians. Members of the military are eligible if their acts have not qualified them for the Distinguished Service Order. Can be awarded posthumously.

BADGE: Circular silver. Obverse portrays Elmina Castle with the word GALLANTRY above. On the reverse is the Ghana coat of arms. No Star.

RIBBON: Dark blue edged with yellow, the two separated by a narrow stripe of red.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER (POLICE)

Awarded to members of the Ghana Police Force in recognition of conspicuous gallantry or other high distinction within the Police Force. This decoration is unusual in that, according to our sources, “it cannot be awarded posthumously but can be awarded immediately”.
BADGE: Silver circular medal. Obverse portrays badge of the Ghana Police Service, surrounded by the inscription DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER. The reverse portrays the Ghana coat of arms. No Star.

RIBBON: Red, edged in yellow. The red and yellow are separated by narrow stripes of dark blue.

DISTINGUISHED SERVICE ORDER
(Armed Forces)

Awarded to commissioned officers of the armed forces for devotion to duty in the face of the enemy. Usually reserved for officers of the rank of lieutenant colonel and above.

BADGE: Silver circled cross. Obverse portrays a crested eagle surrounded by a garland of palm leaves. No Star.

RIBBON: Green with narrow stripes of blue and yellow toward each edge.

ORDER OF THE VOLTA

This order can be awarded to both military and civilians and comes in three classes, gold, silver and bronze. The military division is conferred for distinguished services by government officials.

BADGE: Obverse portrays a flying eagle surrounded by a band. The reverse depicts the coat of arms of Ghana surrounded by a band with the inscription: ORDER OF THE VOLTA. No Star.

RIBBON: Dark blue edged with red with narrow black stripe in the center.
